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Art Paris at 20 years struggles to
connect with an international
audience

‘With an emphasis on the French scene, the fair walks
afineline between boosterism and parochialism
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because she was impressed by last year's African focus. “It gave a new
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from Africa, Middle East and South Asia,” it explains.
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unequal quality and fewer different formats,” says another first-timer,
Th Th Paris), who

20 , curated by
Francois Piron, highlighting French artists at 20 stands. " At Paris is a lot
better than five years ago and needs to be a European fair,” adds Bernard,
whosold numerous works, priced €1,500 to €25,000, by French painter

to French and Swiss collectors.
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Anticipations in March and Fondation Pinault next year, will simulate the
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€14 1000,
optimism,” says Delphine Guillaud, co-owner of Backslash. "People don't
‘come here to see Gagosian and David Zwimer."
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P s Pierrette Bloch, “Itsvery
French, not intemational, and I've made no sales.”
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‘Mauger and Benjamin Sabatier in the €4,000 to €8,000 range.
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the fair would radiate,” says Eric Dupont, who sold works by Carlos Kusnir
d o

emphasising career artists

that aren‘t blue-chip yet.”

But i progress. “I don't know ifit's
" says e Coric, a
Templon, y Chiharu
hiota, Phili é iallat, priced
€50,000,
til, 2
paintings
Oniris - Florent
French artist Amnaud Lefebv
int ‘no entry’signs by y ist Jean-
Pierre known for his gold i the

‘piazza of the Centre Pompidou, at Caroline Smulders.



